
Outgoing President’s Message 
My year as Council President is coming to a close. It has been my pleasure to serve 
the PTA. I have enjoyed meeting and working with all the local units, the HCC PTA 
Board, HCPS staff and School Board members. Henrico County has the very best to 
offer our parents, teachers and students.  It has been a pleasure to work with Mr. 
Morton, who will be leaving Henrico County Public Schools this year to become the 
Director at the Governor’s School. He has been very supportive of our PTAs.  We 
appreciate him being dedicated to the education of our children. 
 
I would like to thank the “P” and “T” in PTA. Our parents and teachers are dedi-
cated to helping our students. Our parents and other volunteers spend countless 
hours running our PTAs and serving in the classrooms.  This month give a special 
thanks to those volunteers working in our schools. We acknowledged each PTA’s 
Volunteer of the Year at our Banquet on May 5th.  Our teachers work hard to edu-
cate our students and help them with their challenges. Our teachers go above and 
beyond their job description to help our students.  
 
As the year comes to an end and new PTA board are being elected and installed, 
remember to schedule a transition meeting for the outgoing and incoming board. 
The outgoing board should put together procedure books with information about 
their position and/or committee.  I encourage everyone to attend the VA PTA train-
ing this summer July 17th and 18th at James River High School.    
 
Wendy Logan 
President 
president@hccpta.com 
 
 

2009 Scholarship Recipients  
 
The Henrico County Council of PTAs, with the support of our local units is privileged to 
award nine scholarships to our Henrico County High School seniors. 

This is a diverse group with diverse goals and accomplishments.  Please help us to con-
gratulate the following recipients: 

Amina Abdul    Hermitage High School 
Matthew Anderson   Freeman High School 
Aaron Hodnett    Highland Springs High School 
Kendra Johnson   Varina High School 
Rebecca Kuzemchak   Deep Run High School 
Maria Lee    Godwin High School 
Mary Mooberry   Tucker High School 
Ishmael Sandiford   Henrico High School 
Adam Wooley    Virginia Randolph High School 
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Incoming President’s Message 
 
Happy June everyone! 

I can’t believe that this school year is coming to a close and that at PTAs all across our county great PTA volun-
teers are preparing for next school year. I am Kathy Burcher, the newly elected President of HCC PTA.I am so 
excited at the opportunity to work with and get to know you all during this year. Our Executive Board has begun 
planning for the upcoming school year and we will be busy this summer attending training, setting up programs, 
and getting all of our plans in motion. Our theme for next year is “Building Partnerships, Leading the Way” be-
cause we know that for our PTAs to be successful we all need to work together and partner with one another. 
Hopefully the County Council is one way we can do that. 

Our biggest project, as always, is the Henrico County Council of PTAs Scholarship Fund (named in honor of 
George Moody). This need-based scholarship is awarded annually to one high school senior at each of Henrico 
County’s High Schools. The scholarship is funded entirely by the generous donations of our local units. Please 
make sure to include a donation to the HCC PTA Scholarship Fund in your budget for next year. No amount is 
too small, times are tough and while our students have growing needs, our ability to keep giving these scholar-
ships depends on you. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or if you want to learn more about our 
Scholarship Fund. 

I know summer is busy but I hope your plans include attending the Virginia PTA’s Leadership Training Confer-
ence on July 17-18th at James River High School in Chesterfield County. The cost is $35 per person through June 
20th. This fee includes breakfast and lunch on Saturday and all training materials. We are expecting about 500 
PTA leaders from across the state so aside from the top-notch training, you will have a great opportunity to net-
work with others. You can find out all about LTC on the VA PTA web site http://www.vapta.org.    

Have a wonderful summer. 

Kathy Burcher 
President, HCC PTA  
 
 

PTA President’s Checklist & Calendar for June 

 

Save the Date and Deadline Reminders: 
 

June 1   State Volunteer nominees due from districts 
June 15  New officers' form due at state office; Unit of Excellence application deadline 
June 21  Deadline for early registration discount for Leadership Training Conference 
June 26-29   National PTA Convention, Fort Lauderdale 
June 30  Final dues deadline for 2008-09 year to state 
July 17-18  Leadership Training Conference, James River High School, Midlothian 
August 8  Virginia PTA Advocacy Summit, 10-3, Fulgham Center, 4003 Cogbill Road, Chesterfield 
November 13-15 Convention 2009, Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center 
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� Have transitional board meeting with old and new members. 
� Assume duties at end of transitional meeting. 
� Send all forms including the new officers names & addresses to the State Office. EIN (tax ID) number must also 

be on file with state PTA office. 
� Review and update committee procedure books, develop procedure books for new positions. 
� Make sure the outgoing president arranged the audit for the previous year financial records. 
� Send names/addresses of officers to your School Board to receive mailings. 
� Make reservations for Virginia PTA’s Leadership Training Conference and Virginia PTA’s Legisla-

tion/Education Conference. 
� Remind your Treasurer that all dues collected since March 1 must be in to the State Office by June 30. 

http://www.vapta.org
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2009-2010 HCC PTA Executive Board 
 

The HCC of PTAs congratulates the following newly elected officers: 
 

President     Kathy Burcher  346-3475 president@hccpta.com 
Area Vice President- Brookland  Sonja Kinney  514-0491 brookland@hccpta.com 
Area Vice President- Fairfield   Barbara Adkins 310-5847 fairfield@hccpta.com 
Area Vice President- Three Chopt  Cheryl Rilee  364-0269 threechopt@hccpta.com 
Area Vice President- Tuckahoe   Michelle West  750-1128 tuckahoe@hccpta.com 
Area Vice President- Varina   Tammy Gartrell 737-9609 varina@hccpta.com 
Secretary     Mary Robinson  750-2421 secretary@hccpta.com 
Treasurer     Helena Lythgoe 965-5474 treasurer@hccpta.com 
 

The HCC PTA general membership voted to elect these officers at the May 5th Banquet. 
 

2009-2010 HCC PTA Committees 
 
Banquet   Beth Rosenthal   527-2978 banquet@hccpta.com 
Bylaws    David Johnson   527-0650 bylaws@hccpta.com 
Directory   Emily Fagan   217-9224 directory@hccpta.com 
Education   Claire Pollock   740-6972 education@hccpta.com 
Hospitality   Tonya Meyers   267-0500 hospitality@hccpta.com 
Legislation   OPEN        legislation@hccpta.com 
Newsletter   Melinda Whitehead     newsletter@hccpta.com 
Membership/Credentials Mary Robinson      membership@hccpta.com 
Parliamentarian  Wendy Logan   360-5919 parliamentarian@hccpta.com 
Programs   Carla Ingram   819-1724 programs@hccpta.com 
Reflections Co   Jessica Goode      reflections@hccpta.com 
Reflections Co   Diane Lail   270-1958 reflections@hccpta.com 
Scholarship Co   Jenny Christensen  562-9310 scholarship@hccpta.com 
Scholarship Co   OPEN     
Volunteers   OPEN     
Website    Melinda Whitehead     webmaster@hccpta.com 
 

County Council Board Positions Available 
The following Committee Positions are still available. 
 
Legislation Chair: The Legislation/Education Committee Chairman shall serve as the council's link to the local 
units, assisting with concerns relating to the Legislation Program of the Virginia PTA/PTSA and coordinating 
the gathering of the Henrico delegation at PTA Day at the General Assembly.  
 
Membership Chair: The Membership Committee Chairman shall assist local units with membership concerns, 
follow the progress of Henrico's membership in the Virginia PTA/PTSA, and present membership awards to the 
local units at the Annual Meeting.  This chair shall provide sign-in sheets at all general membership meetings. 
 
Scholarship Chair: The Moody Scholarship Committee Chairman shall work with Henrico's high schools to 
identify the recipients of the scholarship, fund by disseminating information to the schools, receiving and gather-
ing completed applications, arranging for the selection process through committee, notifying applicants of results 
and awarding scholarships at the-Annual Meeting. This chairman shall also plan and execute any fundraisers 
approved by the Board to fund the Scholarship. 
 
Volunteer Chair: Recruits volunteers from local units for various HCCPTA events; solicits and awards Volun-
teer of the Year designation at Annual Banquet. 
 
Please contact Kathy Burcher at President@HCCPTA.com if you are interested in serving on the County 
Council Board in one of these positions. 
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VA PTA Feedback Topic:  Field Trips 
Field Trips:  How Valuable? 
Back-in-the-day, school field trips were routinely scheduled to provide a change of pace from 
day-to-day classroom activities. 
 
For every excursion to an amusement park in the closing weeks of school,  there were outings to the opera, the 
state or national capital, museums, dairy farms and garden shows.  Grade school children routinely made day 
trips to area historical sites, tromping across Civil (or Revolutionary) War battlefields with bag lunches clutched 
firmly in hand. 
 
There were statues and monuments and buildings to be photographed and rides on buses or trains or ferry boats 
to be experienced. Language students sampled cuisines of the countries they studied.  And math students meas-
ured the calculus principles on the roller-coaster ride. 
 
But field trips have fallen on hard times in recent years.  The requirements to correlate virtually every hour of 
the school day with the state's Standards of Learning (SOLs) coupled with astronomical fuel prices has caused 
many school divisions to rethink field trip policies. 
 
Parents of today's students may recall fondly that first performance of "LaTraviata" or their first symphony con-
cert, cathedral tour or glimpse of Monticello.  Or they may remember with much less nostalgia the motion sick-
ness, the crushed peanut butter and jelly sandwiches or bee sting from the class outings. 
 
So what do you think about field trips?   Are they a way to bring classroom learning to the real world? A way for 
students and their teachers to unwind?  Or are they a waste of time and money? 
 
Send your Feedback to us by posting it our web site at http://www.vapta.org.   Include your name and town 
and, if applicable, age(s) of your child(ren). Try for 50 words or fewer. Comments of 75 words or more will be ed-
ited for length. Feel free to send suggestions and ideas for future Feedback features to the same address. 

 
Submit Local Unit Happenings 
 
We love to hear what is going on with your local unit and want to share your happenings with others.  Please send your 
recent and upcoming events (with or without photos) to your district contact below: 
 

Vice President - Brookland Sonja Kinney  Brookland@hccpta.com 
Vice President - Fairfield Barbara Adkins  Fairfield@hccpta.com 
Vice President - Three Chopt Cheryl Rilee  ThreeChopt@hccpta.com 
Vice President - Tuckahoe Michelle West    Tuckahoe@hccpta.com 
Vice President - Varina  Tammy Gartrell  Varina@hccpta.com 
 

 
 

 
HCCPTA Email Alerts 

 
We want to keep you updated on the latest HCCPTA news and information.  Presidents, 
please ask your board and committee members if they received this newsletter.  If they are 
having any issues receiving notices from HCCPTA, please ask them to do the following three 
steps: 

1. Contact us at subscribe@hccpta.com to inform us of the problem. 
2. Add newsletter@hccpta.com to their address book. 
3. Visit http://www.hccpta.com for the latest information and newsletters.   

http://www.vapta.org
http://www.hccpta.com


A PUBLICATION OF THE HENRICO COUNTY COUNCIL OF PTAS 

Submitted by Tammy Gartrell, Varina District Vice-President 
 

News from Seven Pines Elementary PTA: 
• Seven Pines Elementary PTA had its first Success Night on April 15th.  It was a night where the students 

showed off what they are proud of to their parents.  Each student had displays in their classrooms and each 
student explained what they are interested in and what they were proud of.  We had the Book Bowl lead our 
pledge as this group competed very well in competition this year.  It was a great night for all the parents and 
children. 

 

• On April 25th, we hosted a "Spring Fling".  We had a big yard sale, silent auction, cake walk, games, food.  
Volunteers from Highland Springs High School students worked our games for the day.  Henrico County Po-
lice Officer Gordon did fingerprinting.  Robot from Highland Springs High School Team 617 demonstrated 
their award winning robot. 

 

• We hosted a “Dance the Night Away” Sock HOP on Tuesday, May 12th.  Dinner was provided at $3.00 per 
meal, prizes were given out every 30 minutes.  The parents and kids danced to their favorite songs.  It was so 
much fun, no one wanted to leave.  We also recognized all the PTA Volunteers for the year. 

 

• We sponsored an essay contest, to pick one boy and one girl to represent Seven Pines in the American Legion 
Memorial Day parade on May 25th at noon. The essay topic was “What Seven Pines Means to Me”. The 
American Legion Post 242 picked the winners to ride in the parade. Congratulations to Taylor Gartrell and  
Allison Cassady. 

 

• A 5th grade picnic will be sponsored for all of our 5th graders and parents on June 11th.  The 5th graders 
will have a day of yearbook signing, games, food, ice cream, and dancing. The 5th graders will be given 
D.A.R. E. t-shirts to wear for this occasion. 

 
News from Varina High School PTSA: 
• During the May 12th PTSA Meeting, the following officers were elected to the 2009-10 Board:  President - Donna 

Roots; Vice President/Programs – Latonya Brown-Wortham; Vice-President/Membership – Michelle Henderson; 
Treasurer – Andrea Beck; and Secretary – Lavonda Ivey.   

 

• The PTSA will award $5,000 in scholarships.  Sixteen outstanding scholarship applications were submitted and a  
panel of four adults reviewed each application and determined eight students would receive a portion of the 
$5,000.  The winners will be announced during Senior Awards.   

 

• PTSA, under the leadership of Betty Bilter, showed our teachers and staff how much 
they are truly appreciated.  During Teacher Appreciation Week, Betty arranged for 
breakfast, placed treats in teacher’s mailboxes each day, and collected donations.  There 
Gift bag and basket drawings were held each day for the 107 faculty who are PTSA 
members. 

 

• The After-Prom Party was a huge success.  Over 60 stores, restaurants, businesses, 
churches, civic associations, and individuals contributed to the success of the After Prom 
Party chaired by Mr. and Mrs. Nolte.  This year’s event was held at St. John’s Catholic 
Church and twenty-two parents stayed up most of the night to make sure everyone was 
having fun and getting enough to eat.   

 

• Varina High School’s PTSA had a very successful year in several areas.  We held eight 
General Membership Programs: Back to School Night, Leadership Workshops, Helping Your Teen be Successful in 
High School, Teaching Tolerance, “Enough is Enough” Internet Safety 101: Empowering Parents; Celebrate Black 
History; Drinking and Driving/Substance Abuse, and Celebrating Our Achievements; recognition by the Henrico 
County Council of PTAs for increasing membership by 44%.; received the award for the Outstanding High School 
PTSA in Henrico County at the Henrico County Council of PTAs Annual Banquet; hosted Baccalaureate Program 
for graduating Seniors and their families; and formed a Team to Walk Like MADD and help Eliminate Drunk 
Driving. 

Varina District News 

DISTRICT NEWS 
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News from Donahoe Elementary School PTA  
• Every nine weeks, there is a 75% Party at Donahoe Elementary. ONLY 

students that pass ALL of their nine weeks test with a 75% or better are 
rewarded with a special assembly. On Friday, April 17th, they had the 
honor of having the Highland Springs High School Drumline and Step 
Team perform for the students. The kids were excited and cannot wait to 
pass the last nine weeks test to see what incentive they will get next.  

 

• On Friday, May 1st, Donahoe Elementary took a field trip right in their own backyard.  A trip to the “Beach” 
was the theme of this year’s Field Day.  They enjoyed the variety sounds of radio channel 98.9 Liberty, while 
participating in a variety of obstacle course activities.  Roger Brooks, the PE teacher, did a fantastic job cre-
ating a tropical atmosphere with palm trees and swimming pools, while PTA served popsicles to keep every-
one feeling cool inside.  The Donahoe Dolphins know how to enjoy the outdoors. 

 

• Cashell Donahoe Elementary School's 30th anniversary was celebrated on Tuesday, May 12th.  Highlights of 
the evening were memories of Donahoe shared by David Donahoe (Cashell Donahoe's son), Dr. Sanders (1st 
principal), and Dr. Nelson (2nd principal).  A special highlight was the wonderful performance of our first 
graders, led by music teacher, Christine Morton, and the three first grade teachers, Teresa Hobbs, Patrice 
Moore, and Lisa Stephens.  The children sang three delightful birthday songs in honor of the occasion, while 
the mascot Danny the Dolphin led the staff with the “Dolphin Hustle”.  Birthday cake and punch was served 
in the cafeteria, along with the sharing of yearbooks and memorabilia from the school's past 30 years.  A 
very special thanks to Cindy Muller and the Donahoe Social Committee, as well as to Lashawn Payne (PTA 
president) and Delphine Talley (PTA hospitality chair) for making this event so magical for all attending! 

 

• Donahoe Elementary had its "first ever" blood drive coordinated with Virginia Blood Services on May 12th.  
Nineteen pints of blood were donated by staff and families helping those in need of blood transfusions.  Al-
though small, the drive was considered a success by VBS.   

 
News from Highland Springs High School PTSA  
• HSHS PTSA would like to recognize our executive board members for the 2009 - 2010 school:  Marchelle 

Royster-President;  Yvette Shields - Treasurer; Crystal Williams - 1st VP;  Tonya Meyers -Secretary 
 
• HSHS is still looking for a 2nd VP and Hospitality, Volunteer and Community Committee Chairs. Please 

check out the HSHS PTSA website or contact Marchelle Royster @ 804-247-0208. 
 
• We are sponsoring the Class of 2009 Baccalaureate Ceremony on Sunday, June 7, 2009 at 4:00pm at St. 

Paul's Baptist Church - North Campus 
 
The PTA Presidents of Donahoe, Fair Oaks, Sandston, Seven Pines, Varina and Ward are bringing 5th 
graders and their parents together for a “Meet and Greet” at Rollerdome on Friday, June 12th from 3-5 p.m.  
This is such a great opportunity for all of the rising 6th graders from all of the schools to meet each other and 
celebrate the beginning of the next big steps in their lives, while parents meet and greet.   They will also be 
joined by administrators from Elko Middle School and the Elko PTA.  Elko spirit wear will be on sale at the 
event.  
 
Varina Volunteers Recognized By County Council of PTAs—On May 5, the Henrico County PTA Council 
gathered to celebrate the past year and recognize the extraordinary work of countless volunteers.  After calling 
to the stage each volunteer of the year from every school in the County, two persons were selected as the County 
volunteers of the year.  SHERIE SENSABAUGH  (Donahoe ES parent) and ANDREA BECK (VHS parent) were 
THE Henrico County Volunteers of the Year.  Congratulations to these two awesome parents and volunteers.  
Andrea and Sherry will now represent the County at the state level competition.  We know that they will make 
us proud!  

Varina District News continued... 

DISTRICT NEWS (continued) 
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Submitted by Helena Lythgoe, Brookland District Vice-President 
 

EVRY1M@TRS:  2008-2009 Year in Review 

Our children are faced every day with people that they may perceive as “other”. George H. Moody Middle 
School’s program called EVRY1M@TRS is a student diversity awareness group with the objective to create a 
school environment that is inclusive. This group seeks to help our children value all for who they are, what they 
are, and how they are. It seeks to move the students to tolerance and beyond. In order to achieve these goals, we 
looked at activities that promoted acceptance of one's self, so the students could begin to accept others.  We en-
couraged students to cross boundaries without fear of exclusion, and sought to teach the value of differences in 
one's self and others.  

Created this year from the collaboration between Moody Middle School’s PTA and Principal Art Raymond, 
EVRY1M@TRS hosted a number of events at the school during the year.   PTA board members Susan Wolski 
and Diana Barden worked with Mr. Raymond to develop meaningful and achievable activities throughout the 
year.  The goal was to have these be facilitated by the students, and a student leadership team was formed and 
trained to take the lead.   

The year began with a kick-off program led by the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities, who spent a day 
at the school with prejudice awareness assemblies for all grade levels and a team building leadership training 
with the 40-member leadership team. A group of students also attended the Prejudice Awareness Summit hosted 
by the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities. The second event was Mix it Up Day, in which students 
crossed boundaries during lunch to sit with and talk to students that they did not know.  Mix it Up Day is a na-
tional event that any school can take part in.  In February, we used EVRY1M@TRS to celebrate Black History 
Month. The leadership team read profiles of black leaders throughout the month on the school’s PA system.  
They also hosted a Teens for Jeans collection to add an element of social activism into the month. The team 
planned a Women's History Month set of activities as well. Students used the National Women's History project 
to highlight women who were or are taking the lead to save our planet. These women were highlighted on the 
daily announcements. The group had two groups of women business leaders come into the school to talk with 
students.  The first group was a pair of female business leaders who spoke about the past experiences of women 
in their fields and about their own personal career paths. The second group was a panel of four women and a 
moderator from the Capital One Diversity Council discussing leadership and career paths.  

A final event is in the planning stages for the end of the year.  The efforts of this group have brought awareness 
of a multitude of issues and opportunities for further growth in our students.   

 
Johnson Elementary PTA held their 1st annual International Night on Friday, April 24, and it was a huge 
success. They had around 200 people in attendance and the Jerk Pit and Qdoba Mexican grill supplied the food 
along with the parents and teachers. They had performances by the Kindergartners and a 4th grade group 
played the recorders. They also had a taekwondo school come in and do an obstacle course. It really was great. 

Brookland Middle School PTA helped celebrate their school’s 50th anniversary.  Hundreds and hundreds of 
guests turned out to celebrate the event with music, guest speakers, games, jump tents, sandy candy, and more. 
 
 

 

Brookland District News 

DISTRICT NEWS (continued) 
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Virginia’s First Outdoor Music Classroom Open! 
 

Virginia's first outdoor musical classroom was dedicated two weeks ago at Colo-
nial Trail Elementary School, Glen Allen, as part of a year-long PTA-supported 
project.  
  
Harmony Park is an outdoor musical classroom, featuring variety of durable, 
weatherproof, handcrafted musical instruments that are permanently installed 
and footed in concrete.  The goal is to integrate music and arts education into the 
core curriculum for all students. 
  
Once ceremonies were over, the audience was invited to play whatever they 
wanted.  Henrico Schools Superintendent Fred Morton (pictured at right) rushed 
up to play the drums. 
  
Harmony Park was made possible through donations from the Colonial Trail PTA, Partners in the Arts, Nancy 
Drainsfield of Landesign of VA and numerous other individuals and organizations who donated both time and 
money to make this project succeed.  
 
Students at CTES and the community will enjoy Harmony Park in years to come! 
 

 
 

2009 Virginia PTA Advocacy Summit 
Have you always wanted to learn more about becoming an advocate for our children? Are you interested in the Vir-
ginia PTA's advocacy work at the national, state and local level? Are you ready to hear about the hottest topics in leg-
islation and education in Virginia from folks in the field?  
 
The 2009 Virginia PTA Advocacy Summit is for you. 
  
The state Legislation and Education committees are planning this summit, formerly called the Legislation/Education 
Conference.  It is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 8, at the Fulghum Center in Chesterfield County outside Richmond.  
  
The summit will begin at 10 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. Lunch is included in the $10 registration fee. The summit has a 
packed schedule that will include presentations from Virginia legislators, experts in the field of education, National 
PTA policy experts from our National PTA's Washington, public policy office and advocates from around Virginia who 
will share their expertise and knowledge.  
  
This is an event not to be missed! It is designed for Legislation or Education Committee chairmen at the local, council 
or district PTA level; teachers, administrators, parents and anyone else who wants to learn more  about the advocacy 
work of the Virginia PTA and our coalition partners.  You will get connected to other state advocates and be ready and 
inspired to take action.  
  
We look forward to seeing you there. Mark your calendars now: 

  
Virginia PTA Advocacy Summit  
Saturday, August 8, 2009 
10 am-3pm 
The Fulghum Center, Chesterfield County 
Registration Fee: $10 which includes lunch and participant supplies 

  
If you are interested in attending please contact Kathy Burcher, Virginia PTA Legislation Committee chairman, at 
legislation@vapta.org by Tuesday, June 30. We need 50 participants order to hold a successful, interactive event. 

Three Chopt District News 

DISTRICT NEWS (continued) 
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Henrico County Council of PTAs Scholarship Fund 
by Denise Russell, HCCPTA Scholarship Chair 
 

The Henrico County Council offers annual scholarships to nine seniors. The HCC PTA is completely reliant on 
our local units generosity for providing the money for these deserving students. All contributions go directly to-
wards educational scholarships for these HCPS graduates. If your PTA/PTSA would like to support this program, 
please send your donation to the “HCCPTA Scholarship Fund,”. Additional information about the scholarship 
program is available on our website at http://www.hccpta.com. 
 

Please send checks made payable to HCCPTA to our Treasurer:    

    Andrea Beck 

    7211 Elko Road 

    Sandston, VA 23150 

 
Thank you to the following PTAs that have contributed to the County Council Scholarship Fund: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Virginia PTA Citizenship Essay Contest 

The Virginia PTA board of managers on Sunday selected "Strong Citizens - Strong Communities" as the 
2009-10 Citizenship Essay Project theme. Essays reflecting this theme will be accepted from students grade 6-12 
beginning in September. More information and rules are available at http://www.vapta.org.   
 

Colonial Trail Elementary School PTA 

Crestview Elementary School PTA 

Deep Run High School PTSA 

Donahoe Elementary School PTA 

Freeman High School PTA 

Gayton Elementary School PTA 

Godwin High School PTSA 

Hermitage High School PTSA 

Highland Springs Elementary PTA 

Hungary Creek Middle School PTA 

Longan Elementary School PTA 

Mehfoud/Varina Elementary School PTA 

Montrose Elementary School PTA 

Moody Middle School PTA 

Nuckols Farm Elementary School PTA 

Pemberton Elementary School PTA 

Pinchbeck Elementary School PTA 

Pocahontas Middle School PTA 

Ratcliffe Elementary School PTA 

Ridge Elementary School PTA 

Rivers Edge Elementary School PTA 

Rolfe Middle School PTA 

Seven Pines Elementary School PTA 

Shady Grove Elementary School PTA 

Short Pump Elementary School PTA 

Springfield Park Elementary School PTA 

Tuckahoe Elementary School PTA 

Tucker High School PTSA 

Twin Hickory Elementary School PTA 

Varina High School PTSA 

http://www.hccpta.com
http://www.vapta.org
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2008-2009 Membership Recognition 
 
Congratulations to the following units for reaching their membership goals! 
 
Over 100 % Membership 

Colonial Trail Elementary School PTA   102.47% 
Deep Run High School PTSA     100.00% 
Nuckols Farm Elementary School PTA   100.67% 
Rivers Edge Elementary School PTA    102.19% 
Shady Grove Elementary School PTA    100.65% 
Short Pump Middle School PTA    101.76% 
Short Pump Elementary School PTA    106.10% 
Tuckahoe Elementary School PTA    114.02% 
Twin Hickory Elementary School PTA    103.95% 
Varina-Mehfoud Elementary School PTA   139.36% 

 
Membership Increase Achievement 

Baker Elementary School PTA        1.24% 
Brookland Middle School PTA       28.95% 
Colonial Trail Elementary School PTA     16.47% 
Deep Run High School PTSA         8.55% 
Echo Lake Elementary School PTA      11.19% 
Fair Oaks Elementary School PTA        8.39% 
Harvie Elementary School PTA    100.00% 
Holladay Elementary School PTA        6.74% 
JR Tucker High School PTSA       17.56% 
John Rolfe Middle School PTA       23.94% 
Johnson Elementary School PTA    195.24% 
Lakeside Elementary School PTA       6.85% 
Moody Middle School PTA         6.59% 
Pemberton Elementary School PTA      25.25% 
Pinchbeck Elementary School PTA       0.25% 
RC Longan Elementary School PTA        4.89% 
Ridge Elementary School PTA         3.86% 
Seven Pines Elementary School PTA      21.25% 
Short Pump Middle School PTA      26.15% 
Short Pump Elementary School PTA      33.00% 
Three Chopt Elementary School PTA     53.07% 
Twin Hickory Elementary School PTA      19.38% 
Varina High School PTSA       44.00% 
Varina-Mehfoud Elementary School PTA     15.16% 

 

Outstanding Local Units 2008-09 
 

Congratulations to the following local units selected as HCC PTA’s Outstanding Local Units: 
 

Elementary :  Short Pump ES 
Middle:  Moody MS 
High:  Varina HS 
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HCCPTA Directory Updates 
The following updates to the HCCPTA directory have been submitted.  Please make note of the changes on your 
copy of the directory.  If there additional updates, please send them to directory@hccpta.com. 

 Gwen Perry, President  mercmother@yahoo.com  New Bridge Middle School PTA 

 Jennifer Boyer, President  henricopta@gmail.com   Holladay Elementary School PTA 

  

Leadership Training Conference—Early Bird Savings! 
Reprinted from VA PTA Voice newsletter 
 
Registration materials for Leadership Training Conference (LTC) 2009, July  17-18, are available 
on the Virginia PTA web site and is included in the "Incoming President's Packet”.  LTC, which 
will be held at James River High School, Midlothian (outside Richmond), provides new and returning PTA lead-
ers with up-to-the minute training, information and program ideas. 
  
Registration is $35 per person if sent by June 21, $50 until July 16 and $65 at the door.  LTC is the most impor-
tant statewide training Virginia PTA offers to new and veteran leaders and provides opportunities for network-
ing with PTA leaders across the state. 
 

2009 Summer Blast Camp—(Formerly the Summer Playground Program) 
 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Summer Blast Camp is free and open to Henrico County residents only.  
Participants must have completed grades K-5 or 6-8 during the 2008-2009 school year. 
 
The format has changed this year. Parents must register their students for two week sessions.  If a participant is 
absent two consecutive days, without notification, they may lose their enrollment space.  For more information or 
a registration form, go to http://www.co.henrico.va.us/rec/current_programs/summer_blast.html  
 
 

OMDR Plus Adds a Communication Feature 
OMDR Plus, powered by Just Between Friends, adds to the  communications toolbox the 
ability for PTA to communicate to all parents.  This parent-feed database allows PTAs to 
send automated emails to parents about meetings and events and also allows them to sign 
up for volunteer opportunities.  PTAs can also send communications to non-PTA members 
to let them know what the local PTA unit is doing and to invite them to join.   
  
Spring is a great time of year to keep parents informed over the summer and to gear up for 
fall.   The sign-up process (better known as the Wizard) will help each PTA unit customized its page. Here are the 
steps: 

1.  Complete the set-up wizard.  
2.  Receive information for online training via webinars and attend.    
3.  Begin using all the functionality of the system, including "Run my PTA"; Member-wide communication 
     within units  and calendar features for members. 
4.  Start member signup  
  

Please note: This wizard is a 'one-time only' sign-up for each unit.  If you attempt to add the unit and it is already 
listed, you will get an error message.  This is intended to prevent duplication of information in the system.  
  
After entering the data, you will receive a confirmation email.  Then sign up for a webinar to receive training in 
the features and use of the system.  This will be in an email to follow once the unit is signed up.  If you do not 
hear from us within two weeks, please contact omdr@vapta.org. 

http://www.co.henrico.va.us/rec/current_programs/summer_blast.html
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Procedure Books 
PROCEDURE BOOK Information from the LURG page V-3 (pg 57) 
 
WHAT IS A PROCEDURE BOOK?  
A procedure book is a tool that helps PTA leaders run a successful organization. 
It can be a notebook, a loose-leaf binder, or an expandable file. Remember that a procedure book is the property 
of the association and should be given to your successor or the incoming president if you cannot pass it on to your 
successor. 
 
WHAT DO YOU PUT IN IT? 
• Name, address, telephone number, term of office, position (president, treasurer, etc.). 
• Your plan of work and calendar. 
• All information from Council, District, State, and National PTA. 
• Directory of board members, faculty, your committees, state and council counterparts, superintendent, school 

principals, school board, and other contacts. 
• Association bylaws, current budget, newsletters, and bulletins. 
• All correspondence pertaining to your office or chairmanship. 
• Copy of any reports sent to Council, District, State Office, or National PTA. 
• Notes from workshops, conferences, and conventions you have attended. 
• All copies of Virginia PTA Bulletin. At the end of the year you may wish to clip the issues and reduce the bulk 

of the procedure book. 
• Any other resource material you have found to be helpful. 
• Evaluation of the year's work with specific suggestions for improvements. 
 
A MOST IMPORTANT TOOL! 
A procedure book is one of the most important basic tools in PTA work. It identifies the work and continuity of an 
office or chairmanship and charts a course of action to be followed, association background, contributions from 
others, successes and failures. An up-to-date record gives a foundation on which to build. If you did not receive a 
procedure book, now is the time to start one. 
 

Lay Advisory Report 
by Denise Russell, HCCPTA Scholarship Chair 
 
Honors Classes 
Lisa Cherlin noted that the new process for requesting Honors courses (where parents must make the request to 
the Principal) did work at Tucker High School where a group of parents was able to advocate for an Honors Phys-
ics course for their children.  Ongoing concerns with the process, however, were noted. 
 
Annual Policy Review 
On June 28, 2009, the Henrico County School Board will conduct their annual review of policies.  The LAC agrees 
that the community service policy currently in effect (where a student cannot earn community service hours 
working in their home school) should be revised.  The School Board member in attendance on Monday evening 
(Diana Winston) was made aware of this.  Tom Bailey continues to research this issue. 
 
Outstanding Issues 
Henrico County's grading scale, class rank, and weighting of AP/Honors courses; funding for school projects. 
 
Meetings in Summer 
We agreed to meet in August in preparation for the upcoming school year.  We will not meet in June or July.  If 
you know you will NOT be serving on the LAC next year and know your replacement, please forward this infor-
mation to Julie Molloy. 
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Reflections Theme for 2009-10 
The national Reflections theme for the coming 2009-10 academic year is "Beauty is. . . ". 
 
Reflections program themes are submitted by students from across the country. The winner for 2009-10 came 
from Carver School of Health Sciences and Research PTA in Atlanta, GA.  
 
This is a good time for PTA Arts-in-Education chairmen to let teachers, parents and students know about the 
new theme and give them a timeline for the coming school year.  Every year National PTA searches for a new 
theme for the coming year.  National PTA has announced the Reflections Theme Search winner for the 2010-2011 
academic school year. The winning entry was sent in from the Green Council PTA. This Uniontown, Ohio-based 
PTA produced the winning theme of "Together We Can".  Arts in Education chairmen can also encourage their 
students to participate in creating a new theme for the years to come. 
 
Virginia PTA received 144 theme suggestions from students at 58 schools from across the state of Virginia.  The 
following were submitted into the theme search for 2010 -11: 
  
"All that I am . . ." submitted by Rachel Baker - kindergarten, Tazewell Elementary School, Tazewell, Big Walker District 
"Change"  submitted by Shayla Corbin - 11th grade, Kempsville High School, Virginia Beach, Tidewater District 
"Friendship is. . ." submitted by Jillian Turner - 2nd grade, Battlefield Park Elementary School, Hanover, Richmond District 
"Just Believe"submitted by Madison Gerlach - 3rd grade, Butts Road Intermediate School, Chesapeake, Southeastern District 
"When I grow up. . . " submitted by Conner Lutz - 1st grade,  Red Mill Elementary School, Virginia Beach, Tidewater District 
 
Here are some other tips for PTA Art-in-Education chairmen: 
• Get your procedure books ready to work from for next year. Tell who won, how the program went, what were 

your deadlines, etc. 
• Plan to attend an Arts in Education, or Reflections program training in your area. 
• Plan to attend the Reflections and  Arts in Education workshops at Leadership Training Conference.  Learn 

how to run a great program and have an opportunity to share your experiences. 
 
 

Join HCC PTA’s Hospitality Committee 
 

Want to get involved with Henrico County Council PTA, but don't have a lot of time?  Join the Hospitality Com-
mittee.  Work with others who enjoy organizing refreshments or setting up for meetings.  As a team, time com-
mitment is minimized and responsibilities can be alternated.  Come on join the fun and stay informed with 
HCCPTA Hospitality Committee!  Call Tonya Meyers for more information (267-0500). 
 
 

VA PTA Seeks State PTA Leaders 
 
Did you know that any PTA member can submit a name to the Virginia PTA Nominations and Leadership Devel-
opment Committee for consideration as a state PTA leader? 
 
They have many opportunities available for you to become a Virginia PTA leader.  
 
Have you considered serving on the District PTA board in your area? Have you considered serving as an at-large 
member on one of our committees?  Or perhaps you have the interest and enthusiasm to become a state commit-
tee chair.   
 
Whatever your level of experience and commitment, they would love to hear from you! 
 
Please go to http://www.vapta.org to contact a member of their Nominations and Leadership Development 
Committee for more details. 

http://www.vapta.org
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Get Ready for the Picture PTA Photo Contest! 
 

Get your cameras ready: The 4th Picture PTA Photo Contest is coming your way.  
Here’s your chance to show and tell us what’s happening in your family, your school, 
and your community. Picture PTA offers all adults a chance to show off activities and 
events in their homes, schools, and communities and exercise their creativity. 
Graduation, end-of-school year events, picnics, and other outdoor fun are just around 
the corner. Take advantage of these picture-perfect moments to preserve your experi-
ences and try to win gift cards and recognition.  
 
Picture PTA wants you to show off your photographic skills with compelling images 
relevant to the following key topics: 

• Fundraising 
• Health and Safety 
• Membership 
• Parents, Teachers, and Principals Working Together 
• Student Achievement 
• Diversity 
• General Interest 

 
Share your accomplishments and favorite moments with us.  We just might use your 
photo on PTA.org or in PTA’s magazine, Our Children. 
 
The Picture PTA contest is open to all adults.  You do not have to be a member of 
PTA to enter and have a chance to win a $50 gift card and national recognition. The 
contest site can be reached at http://contests.fotki.com/pta/   
 
Entries accepted May 21–June 30, 2009 
 
Details are available on http://www.PTA.org.  
 
 

 

We Have EXTRA MONEY!  Now What? 
 

Good for you! Your fundraisers were more successful than you thought and/or your expenses were lower than you 
thought. Now there is extra money left over. What do you do with it?  
 
First, be sure to put aside money that is encumbered but not yet spent…bills that will be due between now and 
September. These items might include your insurance payment, money for a welcome back breakfast for teach-
ers, money to cover receipts that have not been turned in yet, training etc. If you have accounted for those items 
and a little cushion for unexpected carryover expenses and there is still money left, you can talk to your principal 
about needs the school has. (Every principal has a wish list!) 
 
Have the board make up a list of recommendations to present to your membership. Remember, the money be-
longs to them, not the president, or the principal, or the board. Only the membership can approve changes to the 
budget. At your next general membership meeting, present those suggestions and take a vote…if you have not 
more meetings planned for this year, do it in September. PTAs should not have large amounts of money just sit-
ting in the bank. The members who donated the money, paid memberships and participated in your fundraisers, 
expect to SEE the benefits. They deserve to know what you have spent that money on and it should be spent in 
the current year unless you advertised that it was a fundraiser for a long term project. If you have questions 
about your budget, please contact one of your HCCPTA officers.  We are here to help you. 

http://contests.fotki.com/pta/
http://www.PTA.org
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Baker ES  Anne Korman 

Brookland MS  GayDonna Vandergriff 

Byrd MS  Shannon Pendleton 

Carver ES  Joy Bowes 

Colonial Trail ES Marlene LeClerc 

Crestview ES  Edna Doyle 

Davis ES  Dede Schumacher 

Deep Run HS  Donna Kaczka 

Donahoe ES  Sherie Sensabaugh 

Dumbarton ES  Kristen Hewitt 

Echo Lake ES  Karen Haywood 

Elko MS  Temeika Ross 

Fair Oaks ES  Donna Clark 

Fairfield MS  Tonya Meyers 

Freeman HS  Alexandra Slusher 

Glen Allen ES  Susanne Mitten 

Glen Lea ES  Shani Clark 

Godwin HS  Eva Boegner 

Greenwood ES  Angela Cicirello 

Harvie ES  Vejetta Shabazz 

Henrico HS  Mary Beth Poma 

Hermitage HS  Crystal Sarvay 

Highland Springs ES Althea Miller 

Highland Springs HS Gwen James 

Hungary Creek MS Danny Lythgoe 

Johnson ES  Marlene Gooding 

Lakeside ES  Cynthia Stockdon 

Longan ES  Augusta Jarvis 

Maybeury ES  Marie Allred 

Montrose ES  Verona McLeod 

Moody MS  Susan Wolski 

Nuckols Farm ES Carol Ann Golden 

Pemberton ES  Corky Ford 

Pinchbeck ES  Alicia Shelton 

Pochahontas MS M. A. Powers 

Ridge ES  Marci Williams 

Rivers Edge ES  Kathy Burcher 

Rolfe MS  Francine Ward 

Sandston ES  Robin Hanks 

Seven Pines ES  Tammy Gartrell 

Shady Grove ES  Becky Harper 

Short Pump ES  Jenny Christensen 

Short Pump MS  Christi Elflein 

Skipwith ES  Marissa St. Onge 

Springfield Park Beth Strader 

Three Chopt ES  Cornelia Corbett 

Trevvett ES  Mary Scearce 

Tuckahoe ES  Mary Neary 

Tuckahoe MS  Jennifer Hollis 

Tucker HS  Carol Walker 

Twin Hickory ES Lisa Reiferson 

Varina HS  Andrea Beck 

Varina/Mehfoud ES Kim Darling 

Ward ES  Judy Whity 

Wilder MS  Ivy Drew 

We are proud to present the following names to the Richmond District PTA for the Volunteer of the Year Award: 

Elementary:  Sherie Sensabaugh (Donahoe ES) 

Secondary: Andrea Beck (Varina HS) 








